
Riches 

Purpose 

In this study we will examine what Scriptures teach us about riches. Although money is not 

inherently evil and there are examples of faithful people who possessed great wealth, Scriptures 

also warn us about the spiritual dangers that riches, or the desire for riches, can bring. 

This study examines what the Bible teaches about wealth, contentment, generosity, trust, and the 

love of money. As you read these passages, consider whether the issue is wealth itself or the 

priorities and attitudes that often accompany it. 

Instructions 

Read each passage and discuss what it reveals about wealth and its proper place in the life of a 

believer. Consider both the blessings and the dangers associated with riches. 

 

Key Scriptures 

Wealth Is Not Necessarily Wrong 

• Genesis 13:2 

• Genesis 14 

• Matthew 27:57–61 

 

The Dangers of Trusting in Riches 

• Psalm 49:6–20 

• Psalm 52 

• Proverbs 11:28 

• Proverbs 28:22 

• Matthew 19:16–30 (also Mark 10:17–31) 

• Luke 12:13–21 

• Revelation 3:14–22 

 

Contentment and Right Priorities 

• Proverbs 13:7 

• Proverbs 28:20 

• Proverbs 30:8–9 

• 1 Timothy 6 

• James 1:9–11 

• Revelation 2:8–11 

 

Additional Scriptures 

• Ecclesiastes 5:10 

• Hebrews 13:5 



 

Questions for Consideration 

1. Were Abraham and Joseph of Arimathea wealthy? What does this tell us about wealth 

itself? 

2. What dangers accompany wealth according to Psalm 49 and Psalm 52? 

3. Why was the rich young ruler unwilling to follow Yahushua completely? 

4. What mistake did the rich fool make in Luke 12? 

5. According to 1 Timothy 6, what is the difference between money and the love of money? 

6. What does Scripture teach about contentment? 

7. Why does Proverbs 30:8–9 ask for neither poverty nor riches? 

8. How can wealth become a distraction from Yahweh? 

9. In what ways can money create a false sense of security? 

10. Why does Yahushua say it is difficult for the rich to enter the Kingdom? 

11. What can believers do to ensure that money remains a tool rather than a master? 

12. How can wealth be used for good and for the benefit of others? 

13. What does Revelation 3 teach about the danger of believing material prosperity equals 

spiritual health? 

14. How should believers view success differently from the world? 

 

Notes & Observations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Takeaways 

• Is wealth itself condemned in Scripture? 

• What dangers often accompany wealth? 

• How can believers avoid placing their trust in money? 

• What role does contentment play in a faithful life? 

• Are there areas where possessions or financial goals have become too important? 

• How can wealth be used in a way that honors Yahweh? 

 

Additional Notes 

Scripture does not teach that wealth is inherently evil. Faithful servants such as Abraham and 

Joseph of Arimathea possessed significant wealth. The primary concern of Scripture is not the 

possession of riches but the attitude of the heart. 



Riches can become dangerous when they lead to pride, self-reliance, greed, materialism, or a 

diminished dependence on Yahweh. The more wealth a person possesses, the more opportunities 

there may be for distraction, temptation, and misplaced trust. 

For this reason, Scripture repeatedly emphasizes contentment, generosity, humility, and 

dependence upon Yahweh. Money is a useful tool and can be a blessing, but it must never 

become more important than obedience to Yahweh or the pursuit of His Kingdom. 

The question believers should ask is not, “How much money do I have?” but rather, “What do I 

trust in most?” 

 


