Judgment

Purpose

Few sayings of Yahushua are quoted more often than, “Judge not.” Yet Scripture also instructs
believers to exercise discernment, correct wrongdoing, warn one another, and make righteous
judgments.

This study examines what the Bible means by judgment, condemnation, discernment, correction,
and forgiveness. As you read these passages, consider what kinds of judgment Scripture forbids
and what kinds it permits or even requires.

Instructions

Read each passage and discuss its context. Pay attention to who is being addressed, what type of
judgment is occurring, and whether the judgment involves condemnation, discernment,
correction, discipline, or forgiveness.

Key Scriptures
“Judge Not”

o Matthew 7:1-5
e Luke 6:37-38

e Romans 2:1-3
e James 4:11-12

Righteous Judgment and Discernment

e John 7:24
e Acts4:19
e Acts 15:19

e 1 Corinthians 10:15

Judging Matters Within the Assembly

e 1 Corinthians 5

e 1 Corinthians 6:1-8

o Matthew 18:15-17

o 2 Thessalonians 3:11-15

Exhortation, Warning, and Correction

e Hebrews 3:12—-13

e 1 Thessalonians 5:11-15
o Luke17:3-4

e | Timothy 5:1-2

e Romans 15:14



Disputable Matters

Romans 14
Colossians 2:16

Forgiveness and Mercy

Matthew 6:14—15
Matthew 18:21-22
Mark 11:25-26
Luke 11:4

Luke 23:34

Questions for Consideration
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What does Yahushua mean when He says, “Judge not” in Matthew 7:1-5?

Is there a difference between discernment and condemnation?

What warning is given to those who condemn others while practicing the same things
themselves?

What does John 7:24 mean by “judge righteous judgment”?

Can a believer identify sin without condemning the sinner?

What role do motives play when correcting someone?

When does Scripture encourage believers to confront a brother or sister?

Why does Paul make a distinction between those inside and outside the assembly in 1
Corinthians 5?

What kinds of matters should not become reasons for judging fellow believers according
to Romans 14?

What is the difference between warning, exhorting, rebuking, and condemning?

Why is forgiveness emphasized so strongly throughout Scripture?

What can we learn from Yahshua’s prayer for those who crucified Him?

How should believers balance truth, correction, mercy, and forgiveness?

Are there situations where refusing to address wrongdoing would actually be unloving?
How can we avoid becoming self-righteous while still standing for what is right?

Notes & Observations



Takeaways

e What kinds of judgment does Scripture forbid?

e What kinds of judgment does Scripture require?

e How can believers exercise discernment without becoming condemning?
e What role does forgiveness play when dealing with the faults of others?
e How can truth and mercy work together?

Additional Notes

The Bible uses the concept of judgment in several different ways. Sometimes it refers to
condemnation, punishment, or passing sentence. Other times it refers to discernment, evaluation,
or determining what is right and wrong. Understanding the context is important.

Throughout these passages, believers are repeatedly warned against hypocrisy, self-
righteousness, and harsh condemnation. At the same time, they are encouraged to exercise
wisdom, help one another, address sin appropriately, and extend forgiveness and mercy
whenever possible.



